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CREATE OPPORTUNITIES TO LIVE IN DC

the past decade, not because homes were demolished but because their rents went up. Rents
are rising faster than incomes for thousands of DC households. Families are facing displacement
from their neighborhoods and from all of the connections they have made. Public investments
such as streetcars are making some DC neighborhoods more attractive, but the resulting rise
ments, and contributing their talents and tax dollars to the District.

community and economic

At the same time, funding for housing has been cut more than any almost any other part of the
subsidies, and housing for the homeless. In addition, funding for support services that help vul
nerable District residents survive has been slashed in recent years, leaving the victims of crime
and people with disabilities without the resources they need.

their community and protect our most vulnerable residents.
Investments to Create Opportunities to Live in DC
1. Reinvest in Core Housing Programs:
that the District established over the past decade, but was dismantled in the recession.

grants to leverage private funds and build thousands of units of housing.
Program. Without help, the city may have to reduce the already limited number of

First for chronically homeless families. To date, the baseball fund has not supported
d. Maintain funding for the Home Purchase Assistance Program.
2. Housing for Homeless Youth:
services for 250 youth and young adults per year, transitional living for 20 youth, and permanent
housing for 25 youth. These amounts would include all of the housing and social service costs.
return to their families and the likelihood of homelessness as an adult would decline.1
3. Interim Disability Assistance:
ity Assistance in recent years to allow more than 1,200 District residents who cannot work due

4. Protect Victims of Domestic Violence:
of crime and domestic violence.
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5. Maintain Health Insurance for DC Residents: Access to health insurance is criti
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that illness does not lead an individual or family into a crisis. DC should maintain its public
health insurance coverage commitments to current recipients, especially members of the DC
Healthcare Alliance Program and childless adults with income below 200 percent of the federal
poverty level.
6. Protect Senior Nutrition Programs: The District has the second highest poverty rate

-

mand for senior food assistance. The District should prioritize the homebound meal program,
which currently has a waiting list of over 200 residents, so it can serve every eligible senior;
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seniors each month.
Policy Changes to Create Opportunities to Live in DC
1. Establish Anti-Hunger Coordinator for the City: The District operates a number of

holder groups and coordinate hunger and food policies across city agencies.
2. Address Youth Violence in a Comprehensive Way: A recent report from the Healthy
Families/Thriving Communities Collaborative Council provides a vision for reducing youth
violence in the District. The next step is to create a task force to develop a comprehensive
Responding to Gang, Crew and
Youth Violence in the District of Columbia: a Blueprint for Action. Mayor Gray should establish such
a task force.
3. Monitor Success of New Child Welfare Pilot: The District has implemented a new
glect. The current response to such allegations is an investigation that may lead to a child being
assessment of the family’s situation, the level of risk the child faces, and the kinds of services
the family may need. With DC’s new pilot underway, DC’s Child and Family Services Adminis
tration should provide information on the implementation to help policymakers and the public
learn from it.
4. Promote Collaboration Between Housing and Social Service Agencies: Many

service component to connect these tenants with social workers or other professionals who
can assist them in mitigating the circumstances leading to their termination from the program.

be avoided. This will result in decreased pressure on the already stressed shelter system and
will prevent some of the cycling in and out of homelessness that occurs even when there are

